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Composing a Classical Cadenza
 Meg Griffith, DMA [email protected]
 “A cadenza is a necessity at the end of any well-written song. Even if the song is a
 masterpiece, it will be languishing and unfinished without one.” Johann George Tromlitz, Ausführlicher und gründlicher Unterricht die Flöte zu spielen
 Composing with Awareness Surrounding 8 Elements
 Improvisation Virtuosity Length Harmony
 Melody Repetition and Quoting Character Meter and Tempo
 Applying the Elements Within 5 Steps Step I: Choose a harmonic direction
 A. Consider basic harmonic outlines.
 I 64 – IV – V – I
 I 64 – IV – ii – V – I
 I 64 – ii – IV – V(7) – I
 I 64 – V – vi – ii – V(7) – I
 B. Add interest and color with a secondary dominant chord, half-diminished seventh chord, or a borrowed chord.
 I 64 – IV – V/V – V(7) – I
 I 64 – IV – ii – V7/IV – IV – V – I
 I 64 – V – vi – ii – IV – i – V(7)/V – V(7) – I
 I 64 – V – vii°/V – V –i – V7/IV – IV – V – I

Page 2
						

Step II: Explore the melodic framework
 A. Be aware of the available options for each chord.
 B. Build the melodic framework. Each chord provides several options for melodic content. Build intensity with ascending lines and chromatic notes. Release that tension through descending lines and diatonic notes. Use a large range to create a high and low point to the cadenza.
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Step III: Quote the Master
 A. Choose desired quotes.
 B. Decide what section of the framework these quotations could be used in. Consider the possibly of changing the key, range, or rhythm to fit the quotation within the chosen framework. Allow for experimentation in quotation placement as the compositional process unfolds.
 Step IV: Create Connections
 Consider transitional material that creates variety and leads the ear forward harmonically. Basic scales and arpeggios, ornamented lead-ins suggested by treatise writers, or self-composed material are all options. In choosing connecting material, keep the overall length in mind.
 Example 1
 Example 2
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Step V: Make it Personal
 Once content and length have been determined, musical decisions regarding tempo changes, dynamics, and improvisatory interpretation can be made. The markings included in the following cadenza are meant to demonstrate how to apply an improvisatory feel to the cadenza. During and after the compositional process, make numerous recordings of the cadenza to easily edit and test for character and stylistic aims.
 Trills Dynamics
 Ritardandos Accelerandos
 Slurs Tenutos
 For Further Study Pierfrancesco Tosi (c. 1654-1732) Opinioni de’cantori antichi, e moderni o sieno osservazioni sopra il canto figurato (1723) Opinions of Singers Ancient and Modern or Observations on Figured Singing Johann Joachim Quantz Versuch einer Anweisung die Flöte traversiere zu spielen (1752) On Playing the Flute Giuseppe Tartini Traité des Agréments de la Musique (c. 1754) Treatise on Ornaments in Music Johann Friedrich Agricola (1720-1774) Anleitung zur Singkunst (1757) Introduction to the Art of Singing Giambattista Mancini (1714-1800) Pensieri, e riflessioni pratiche sopra il canto figurato (1774) Practical Reflections on the Figurative Art of Singing Johann Adam Hiller (1728-1804) Anweisung zum musikalisch-zierlichen Gesange (1780) Treatise on Vocal Performance and Ornamentation Johann George Tromlitz (1725-1805) Ausführlicher und gründlicher Unterricht die Flöte zu spielen (1791) The Virtuoso Flute-Player
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